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Overview and Preliminary Results 

 Target countries – Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica 

Number of CAMBio beneficiaries interviewed = 69 with more still forthcoming 

Number of financial institutions and local CAMBio partners interviewed: 11 

Production systems included: pasture and coffee, cocoa and cardamom agroforestry 

Methods: farmer questionnaire, farm rapid biodiversity assessment, GIS spatial analysis 

Three forms of investment evaluated: loans, bio-premiums and technical assistance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How were the financial loans used? 

– In Honduras and El Salvador, the loan went mostly to pay for 
annual investment in production costs. This included buying inputs 
(fertilizers) and paying for crop and shade canopy maintenance 
labor.  

– In the case of Nicaraguan coffee farmers, the loan permitted 
carrying out investments to expand coffee areas into areas 
previously cultivated with corn and beans. Nicaragua cattle 
farmers used the money to invest in fencing and establishment of 
improved pastures. Cercas vivas were used as fencing features.  

– In Guatemala micro-loans (average $500) were used to invest in 
production costs. This included improving agroforestry systems by 
planting fruit and shade trees.   

 

Proportion of interviewees receiving the “Biopremio”: 86.9%. What did 
farmers do with the biopremio? 

– In the case of participating coffee cooperatives in Honduras and El 
Salvador, the “Biopremio” was given as a reimbursement to cover 
costs inquired that year related to payments of audits and 
inscription in coffee certification programs.  

– In Nicaragua and Guatemala, farmers received the “Biopremio” 
award in cash. In the case of Nicaraguan coffee and cattle, many 
reinvested this award in the coffee plantation, mostly by 
augmenting the newly planted area, increasing the number of 
shade trees and investing in machinery.  

 

 

 

 

Presence of forest features in their farms: 

 

Honduras: Coffee farmers: 72% 

El Salvador: Coffee: 80%  

Nicaragua: Coffee: 54% / Cattle: 60% 

Guatemala: 90% 

 

Dynamics of forest features in farms during the 

last 5 years:  

 

Honduras: Decreased 0% Stayed the same: 90% 

Increased: 10%  

El Salvador: Decreased: 14% Stayed the same: 

86% Increased: 0% 

Nicaragua: Cafe - Decreased: 17% Stayed the 

same: 83% Increased 0% / Cattle -Decreased: 

Stayed the same: 20% 

Guatemala: Decreased: 0% Stayed the same: 

90.5% Increased: 9.5% 

 

CAMBio and forest conservation: 

 

In most countries except in Guatemala 

Cardamom farmers, CAMBio had little influence 

in forest initiatives specifically trying to augment 

and/or preserve existing forest areas. In 

Guatemala however, CAMBio beneficiares saw 

the “biopremio” as an award for conserving 

forests.  


